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Bruce Falkenhagen 
2275 Corbett Canyon Road 

San Luis Obispo, CA   93401 
(805) 748-2045 

 
August 23, 2016 

Via email, hard copy not to follow 
 
San Luis Obispo Planning Commission 
976 Osos Street, Room 200 
San Luis Obispo, CA   93408 
 
Re: August 25, 2016 Planning Commission Hearing 
     Item #4, Hitachi Zosen INOVA Anaerobic Digester 
 
Gentlemen: 

 
I received notice of this hearing and unfortunately will be unable to attend to make verbal 

comments. 
 
I am in support of this application.  What is being proposed is along the lines of what the 

neighbors of Cold Canyon hoped for with regards to the composting operation during the recent 
extension of its landfill permit.  I looked at the design and for what it is worth, looks good based on my 
facilities experience, and also hope that it works as planned.  My experience in part comes from dealing 
with the handling of H2S in the oilfields of Santa Maria, which has the highest H2S in the State. 

 
I would like to offer a suggestion, really more to Hitachi Zosen, but also to the Commission.  

There is discussion in the APCD’s letter about the treatment for H2S.  There is no discussion about what 
it would be, but most likely it will be a sulfa-check or sulfa treat type of liquid pretreatment to the CHP 
unit.  Those systems can be expensive to operate depending on the H2S level, it requires 4-5 vessels, 
and it may remove CO2 in the process that it doesn’t need to remove.  

 
Recently I became aware of something called a “BOSS” system (Boiler, Oxidizer, and Scrubbing 

System) in another application package for Santa Barbara County.  A couple of oilfield operations in 
Santa Maria proposed using it, but one has yet to be started up.  Those operations have 60,000-180,000 
ppm H2S, but the unit handles 20,000 ppm gas with no issue; it apparently has been used elsewhere 
with success.  The key is that it burns the H2S contaminated gas before treatment, then treats the stack 
exhaust with sodium hydroxide to remove the SO2 generated (from the H2S) in a liquid spray system.  
SO2 is easier and safer to handle than H2S, it could be a cheaper alternative than the sulfa-check 
system, and doesn’t require all of the vessels to water wash and dry the H2S gas. 

 
While the BOSS system is used now with a boiler, my thinking is that it possibly could be used 

with an IC engine, if the engine does not require a catalytic converter (unknown in the application 
package; sulfur destroys a catalyst).  It would be a slight change in design, but would like to throw it out 
for Hitachi to keep in mind or look deeper into it as it finalizes its plans and starts procurement. 

 
Towards that end, I would suggest that the Commission approve the project as proposed, but 

also add the caveat that if an alternate H2S treatment system be considered during the implementation 
of the project, it would be considered as already approved by the Commission under this application.  As 
far as Land Use is concerned, your approval is for an H2S treatment system, and the details have not 
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been a concern so far by staff.  After all, the project did receive a negative declaration already.  If Hitachi 
did run the numbers and see that the BOSS type system is good, it will require an APCD permit just like 
the sulfa check system.  The APCD would be to ones to be concerned with the details of the design and 
it has the expertise for the in-depth review.     

 
Thank you for allowing me to comment.  If you have any questions, please contact me at the 

number above. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
       
Bruce Falkenhagen 
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August 17, 2016

San Luis Obispo Planning Commission

976 Osos Street, Room 200

 San Luis Obispo, CA 93408

SUBJECT:       Planning Commission Hearing regarding Hitachi Zosen INOVA Anaerobic Digester,

 Item # 72/2016

Dear Commissioners,

We are writing today to express our strong support for the proposed Anaerobic Digester planned for San 

Luis Obispo County by Hitachi Zosen INOVA (HZI).  Our [city/csd] has voiced their support for the project 

by passing a rate increase and extending the current franchise agreement, and are very much looking 

forward to successful implementation of this project. 

We are excited that HZI has chosen San Luis Obispo as the site for their first project in the US, and know 

that this will be the first of many such successful projects in California.  Further, this is an important step 

in our community’s ability to help create renewable energy while helping make our air quality better.  

Thank you for your time, and we look forward to seeing this project approved.

Regards,

John Ryan

Cold Canyon Processing Facility

cc: District 1 – Jim Irving

District 2 – Ken Topping

District 3 – Eric Meyer

District 4 – Jim Harrison

District 5 – Don Campbell

Ramona Hedges-Planning Commission Secretary 

Brandi Cummings – Dept. of Planning and Building
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file number DRC2015‐00122. Anaerobic digestion plant

Dear Ms. Cummings:
We have lived on Buckley Road, approximately one half mile from the proposed plant, for 40 years.  In that time we have seen
many changes to our neighborhood, none of them good.
This proposed plant will bring only more environmental pollution to our area.
We already have noise pollution from the helicopter that gives lessons in front of our house,and fumes from aviation fuel coming
from the jet that sits across the street warming up. 
We also have the San Luis Garbage trucks that go by our house at 5:45 am, five days a week.  
This plant will add more traffic to Buckley Road which already has a problem with speeding cars and trucks.
We feel that this plant will be a huge negative for our neighborhood.  We do not want anymore smells, noise, trucks rumbling by
or speeding cars.
Out by the Cold Canyon Land Fill would be a more appropriate location, not our neighborhood.
Sincerely,
Linda and Peter Jankay
635 Buckley Road
p.s.  Somehow, I forgot to include our well water contamination.  It was known by county government that the water wells in our
area were contaminated with TCE, but the residents did not learn about this until a private party started an investigation.  This
fact now causes great concern that the homeowners in the area affected by this massive facility will be given all of the
information about the environmental impact to our neighborhood.
L. Jankay
Sent from my iPad

Peter Jankay <pjankay@sbcglobal.net>
Thu 8/25/2016 6:50 AM

To:Brandi Cummings <bcummings@co.slo.ca.us>;
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Re: Anerobic Waste Plant at SLO Airport

Hi TiŶa, 

I aŵ the PlaŶŶeƌ assigŶed to this pƌojeĐt's laŶd use peƌŵit.

I ǁill ;sŶailͿ ŵail Ǉou the appliĐaĕoŶ foƌ this pƌojeĐt, ǁhiĐh has the ĐoŶtaĐt iŶfoƌŵaĕoŶ foƌ the appliĐaŶt aŶd
ageŶt ;Ŷo Ŷeed foƌ postage ƌeiŵďuƌseŵeŶtͿ .  I ďelieǀe BƌiaŶ is seŶdiŶg Ǉou Đopies of the ALUC doĐuŵeŶts.  IŶ the
ŵeaŶĕŵe, if Ǉou ǁould like to ǀieǁ the appliĐaĕoŶ oƌ plaŶs that ǁeƌe suďŵiĥed foƌ the laŶd use peƌŵit, theǇ ĐaŶ
ďe fouŶd heƌe: hĥp://ǁǁǁ.sloĐouŶtǇ.Đa.goǀ/Assets/PL/ƌefeƌƌals/south+ĐouŶtǇ/DRCϮϬϭϱ‐
ϬϬϭϮϮ_HitaĐhi_)oseŶ_INOVA_USA_LLC_CUP_Ref_Pkg.pdf

I do Ŷot haǀe the iŶfoƌŵaĕoŶ oŶ the faƌŵeƌ that ǁill ďe takiŶg the Đoŵpost pƌoduĐts, ďut Ǉou ŵaǇ ďe aďle to get
that iŶfoƌŵaĕoŶ fƌoŵ Ms. FloƌeŶĐe, the appliĐaŶt's ageŶt.

As faƌ as the Ŷeǆt stage, a Miĕgated Negaĕǀe DeĐlaƌaĕoŶ is ďeiŶg pƌepaƌed foƌ this pƌojeĐt.  The pƌojeĐt is
sĐheduled foƌ the August Ϯϱth PlaŶŶiŶg CoŵŵissioŶ ŵeeĕŶg.  NoĕĐes ǁill go out iŶ the papeƌ aŶd iŶ the ŵail ϯϬ
daǇs pƌioƌ to the heaƌiŶg.  Mailed ŶoĕĐes aƌe seŶt to pƌopeƌtǇ oǁŶeƌs ǁithiŶ ϯϬϬ feet of the pƌojeĐt site ‐ I aŵ Ŷot
suƌe that Ǉouƌ pƌojeĐt ŵeets that distaŶĐe, ďut I ǁill ŵake suƌe Ǉou also ƌeĐeiǀe a ŶoĕĐe iŶ the ŵail.

If Ǉou haǀe aŶǇ ƋuesĕoŶs, please let ŵe kŶoǁ.

Froŵ: BƌiaŶ Pedƌoħ
SeŶt: FƌidaǇ, JulǇ ϭ, ϮϬϭϲ ϵ:ϱϰ:Ϯϴ AM
To: BƌaŶdi CuŵŵiŶgs
SuďjeĐt: Fǁ: AŶeƌoďiĐ Waste PlaŶt at SLO Aiƌpoƌt
 
BƌaŶdi‐

See ďeloǁ ‐ please put TiŶa oŶ Ǉouƌ ĐoŶtaĐt list foƌ the CUP.  I ĐaŶ get heƌ Đopies of the ALUC stuff, ďut it souŶds
like she also ǁaŶts soŵe iŶfo that oŶlǇ the appliĐaŶt ĐaŶ pƌoǀide.

‐BƌiaŶ

BƌiaŶ Pedƌoħ, AICP
SaŶ Luis Oďispo CouŶtǇ
DepaƌtŵeŶt of PlaŶŶiŶg & BuildiŶg
;ϴϬϱͿ ϳϴϴ‐Ϯϳϴϴ

Brandi Cummings
Fri 7/1/2016 4:01 PM

Sent Items

To:tinargall@aol.com <tinargall@aol.com>;
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ďpedƌoħ@Đo.slo.Đa.us

Froŵ: ĕŶaƌgall@aol.Đoŵ <ĕŶaƌgall@aol.Đoŵ>
SeŶt: WedŶesdaǇ, JuŶe Ϯϵ, ϮϬϭϲ ϯ:Ϯϲ PM
To: BƌiaŶ Pedƌoħ
CĐ: MKǇle@ĐĕŶt.oƌg
SuďjeĐt: AŶeƌoďiĐ Waste PlaŶt at SLO Aiƌpoƌt
 
I was extremely  disappointed that the ALUC voted to allow this project to be "Consistent" within your purvue!  Other than
Commission board member Michael Cripe recusing himself, since he is business partners with the applicant, who else at the
airport could possibly benefit from this proposal?  And why couldn't he publicly state the reason for his recusal?  I would also
like to know the name and address of the local 'farmer' who has already agreed to use the majority of Hitachi Zosen's compost.

Please (snail) mail me copies of your maps and the ALUC staff prepared proposal for the Hitachi Zosen Plant, including all
names and contact infor of those parties involved.  I would also appreciate being notified more than 24 hours in advance of the
next stage ­­ County Planners I assume.

My address is:  4538 Davenport Creek Road, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401.  Although I am a country resident and tax payer, I
will send you postage reimbursement for such package.

Sincerely,
Tina Galliani
TinaRGall@aol.com
805­550­5373
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Letter of Objection to Anerobic Plant

As a resident of the county directly next to the airport, I'd appreciate it if you would please enter my letter of objection
into the meeting minutes.
Sincerely, Christine Galliani

Re:  Anerobic Waste at SLO airport          Planning Commission Meeting on Aug. 25, 20016
 
My name is Tina Galliani  (Christine R. Galliani) and I live at the corner of Davenport Creek Road & Buckley (4538 Davenport
Crk Rd. 93401). I’ve lived in this rather notorious house for 17 years, after Mr. Philbin lost it to a bank when he failed to keep up
with his property taxes.  This property was notorious because Mr. Philbin was a ‘free man’ who did not believe in ANY
government intervention.  He also owned the junkyard at what is now the corner of Buckley & Hoover, and which he lost due to
the ALUC asking for a four foot easement, but which resulted in relinquishment of the entire property to eminent domain!
I only learned of the proposal for the Anerobic Waste Plant the day before it went to the Airport Land Use Commission (ALUC);
and so I was completely unprepared and did not even know what questions to ask.  Apparently the Staff had already
 recommended it go forward after there was only one NO vote by Allen Settle, and one mysteriously sudden abstention. 
Apparently that abstaining commissioner’s girlfriend was representing the company looking for approval! 
So I therefore would like to strenuously object to the location of this plant based on many unanswered questions. 
What is the true relationship between the ALUC and the SLO Waste Mgt company?  The garbage trucks appeared in this
location while I was out of town, and never heard any public discussion of this move from their previous location.  This led me
to believe that SLO Waste and ALUC had already made some agreement.  My only physical objection to them at this location
is the prevailing wind blows their loose remnants of trash directly onto the corner of Buckley & Davenport.
Two other the points of contention regarding building at the airport are:  a) the ‘flyover’ zone.  Apparently there will be a chimney
to accommodate methane burn­off, but no one asked about a hot gas emission affecting flights (let alone smell, which I’ll
address later), and  b) also a proposal to cover the roof (s) in solar panels, reflecting directly into the eyes of pilots. This was
the only objection raised by Allen Settle, and was not answered to my (or his) satisfaction.
The smell:  I believe we’re all familiar with unpleasant smells.  Occasionally, when the wind changes direction, from the
prevailing northwest winds, the airport area (including Buckley/Davenport, Rolling Hills, Country Club, Edna, etc.) is subject to
sulfuric odors from the oil pumps along Price Canyon.  On any given day, when those Northwest prevailing winds are blowing,
we smell the jet fuel and other carbon dioxide emissions.  Now we’re talking about adding Methane.  Anyone who has driven
past cattle feed yards knows what methane smells like.  The project manager has said “he smells nothing”!  I suggest that’s
because he has become numb or immune to it just as the cattle yard workers are immune to the cow farts!!!
Water:  No one mentioned or asked how much water would be used to water­down the ground up waste in the processing.  The
water table along Buckley is already very limited. (My well only produces 10 gallons per minute.)  And there is also now
discussion of building 700+ low income housing units at Buckley and Vaschel!  Where is this water going to come from?  Also,
an unaddressed problem:  the Airport is still under investigation for a TCE ground water contamination! The ALUC has denied
any link or responsibility and passed this off as a separate matter.
The Waste Mgt. project manager also said that most of the ‘compost’ from this particular anerobic waste plant has already been
designated for one local rancher.  But he did not disclose the name or location of that ranch!  Perhaps that ranch would be a
more suitable location.
With PGE’s upcoming closure of Diablo as well as Morro Bay’s power plant shutting, certainly the county has many more
possible and more suitable locations for a waste plant such as this!
 
I am a firm believer and practioner in recycling and protecting our environment, however, I don’t believe this is the
proper location for an Anerobic Waste Plant ­­ at the southern gateway to the “happiest place in America” ­­  our lovely
little piece of paradise.
 
 

tinargall@aol.com
Tue 8/23/2016 2:48 PM

DRC2015‐00122 Hitachi Zosen Inova

To:Brandi Cummings <bcummings@co.slo.ca.us>;
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